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Question addressed: This is the first draft of a recommendation addressing water measurement,  when 
should measurement be required, what to do with the data, and how it plays into permitting. 

1. When should water measurement be required and how does it play into permitting? 

Water measurement is typically required for new permits, changes and mitigation.  For example,  

• New permits require a plan for avoiding adverse effects, typically requires measurement MCA 
85-2-311(1)b), 

• DNRC has the authority to place conditions on new permits, often requiring measurement MCA 
85-2-312(1)a 

• Instream flow changes require a detailed measuring plan MCA 85-2-408(1)(b). 
• Groundwater appropriations require extensive analysis of net depletions and mitigation plans 

which inherently require a level of measurement MCA 85-2-360 to 362. 
• Measurement conditions placed on permits and change authorizations could void authorization 

for failure to comply.   

Recommendations: 

A.  Acknowledging these authorities, Subgroup recommends water measurement be required for 
all permits, changes, and mitigation plans. 

• For instream mitigation, water measurement would be required at the point of diversion (e.g. 
document amount of water left instream, or amount of reduction at point of diversion or 
secondary point of diversion) 

• For groundwater mitigation, water measurement would be required at the point of discharge 
(e.g. into infiltration gallery). 

B. Subgroup recommends water measurement for all water users, even if for own use and not 
shared, to document water use over time. 

C. Subgroup recommends that Conservation Districts incentivize water measurement by providing 
assistance cost-sharing, installing, and recording water measurements.  

D. Subgroup recommends DNRC make an effort to educate water users on the importance of 
water measurement for their own benefit.  

 

2. What should be done with the data? 
 

• Typically, when required as a permit or change condition, measurement data is 
collected by applicant and either submitted to DNRC regional offices annually or 



retained and stored by applicant until requested. DNRC regions treat measurement and 
monitoring data differently 

• In some cases, measurement data submitted to DNRC is scanned and filed with permit, 
available through the query system. 

• Proof of compliance is important to applicants in the event of challenges or 
enforcement actions. 

 

Recommendations: 

A. Consistent requirement for measurement data for all changes, permits, and mitigation 
applications. 

B. Consistent treatment of data collected and submitted to DNRC across regions 
C. Data submitted to DNRC for compliance should be scanned and placed in files, available on-line 

with claim, permit, or change documents on query. 
D. Water measurement and data collection should be encouraged by all users, but most water 

users consider such information private and would resist sharing data.  

 

 

 


